THE  TRAIN
the pail rolled noisily down the stairs, spilling everything,
He began looking for it, but in the darkness and con*
fusion could not find it. The door opened, and Sonechka
appeared above him with a candle in her hand. She
came down unhurriedly, said only: "Yes, of course,"
found the bucket and began wiping down the stairs with
a cloth. His job was to hold the candle—
My darling, I was never able to do anything for
you....
She had not much time for housekeeping, because she
always worked, and that sometimes led to curious
incidents. One day she set some dough to rise and forgot
about it, busy with somebody's teeth. The dough rose,
pushed up the lid of the pan, and overflowed on to the
table and the floor. It was Lyalya's birthday, and her
friends had been invited to tea. "Oh, never mind about
it!53 said Sonechka, bought some prepared dough in a
shop, and the cakes were ready on time.
He had never been able to give her good clothes. She
took all the money he received and spent it on the
housekeeping, on the children, on him, and went about
in old things. It troubled him sorely—he had always
heard that women attached great importance to clothes,
and thought that she must suffer at having nothing nice.
One day he held back some of his money, and went to
buy her a present. He had wanted to get a silk dress, but
it turned out that it cost more than he had, so he began
searching for something cheaper. He had never been in
ladies5 shops before, and his eyes were dazzled by the
endless buttons, handbags and handkerchiefs. Finally he
bought a pair of gloves, beautiful kid gloves with
embroidered gauntlets (the saleswoman told him that
gauntlets were very fashionable). He thought that the
gloves were very small, he was even afraid that she
might not be able to get them on, but Sonechka laughed,
thrust in one hand, and it appeared that they were far
too big, it was just that the fingers were pleated so as to
make them look smaller, ... It was a hard blow for the
doctor. Sonechka forbade him to buy her any more gifts
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